
Oak Tree Elementary School 
The Monroe Public Schools, in collaboration with the members of 

the community, shall ensure that all students receive an 
exemplary education by well-trained, committed staff, in a 

safe and orderly environment.   
 

Principal’s Newsletter 
June 2019 

 
Dear Oak Tree Families, 
As I sit and write to you, it is hard for me to believe that the month of June is 
here and my seventh year as your principal is coming to a close.  I hope you will 
agree with me that it has been a year filled with learning, new friendships, special 
events, sharing, and best of all lots of smiles!  My favorite part of the day will 
always be walking through the hallways visiting classrooms and receiving 
spontaneous hugs and greetings from your children.  No job could be any more 
rewarding.   
As I look back, there are so many highlights that I can fondly recall: 

 Healthy Living Night 
 First Grade Planetarium 
 One Book One School 
 Variety Show, Book Fairs, Holiday Shop, Flower Shop 
 World Cup Soccer Days and Field Day 
 Author Visit 
 Celebration Days 
 Jump Rope for Heart 
 Mindfulness Matters 
 Snuggles and Stories 
 Field Trips and Assemblies 

While remembering the past year, I look upon the upcoming one with anticipation 
and excitement as we begin to plan.  Please enjoy your summer with your families 
and take the time to relax and cherish those special moments that go by so quickly.  
It is also important to put some time aside to read and practice math facts.  Keep 
a journal to refine writing skills.  There are so many fun ways to keep learning even 
during the lazy days of July and August (see some suggestions below).  We will 
anxiously be awaiting your return in September!   

Kindest regards, 
 

Patty Dinsmore 
Principal                     patricia.dinsmore@monroe.k12.nj.us 

mailto:patricia.dinsmore@monroe.k12.nj.us


Exercise Your Children’s Minds During the Summer  
 Transform everyday activities into learning activities.  Children can count change, read 

directions, write a shopping list, or calculate for a recipe. 

 Give children their own activity book with crossword puzzles or number games.  Set a 
“due date” to keep them on track. 

 Assign a daily block of time for family members to turn off phones, computers, the TV, 
and iPads, and instead play a board game or read together. 

 Set aside at least 15 minutes a day for the entire family to read. 

 Sneak learning into family trips including the zoo, museums, or historic sites.  Build 
physical activity in the lazy days of summer – take walks, play catch, or jump rope. 

 Have an international evening in which you cook a meal from another country.  Learn 
basic words from that country’s language.  Search for the country on a map.   

 
CLASS PLACEMENT 
 Please note that this summer, class placement for the 2019-20 school year will be 
available through Parent Access in August. Hard copy letters for students entering 
grades 1, 2, and 3 will not be sent out this year. Parents will get a notification e-mail to 
login to the parent portal, and must acknowledge all required forms through Parent 
Access prior to seeing their child’s class placement. Please take the time now to ensure 
that your Parent Access account is functional. If you have any issue logging in, please 
contact the Oak Tree Main Office.  
 
Placement letters for incoming kindergarten students will be mailed home. 

A WORD FROM MRS. AMENDOLA 
As the summer is quickly approaching, it’s a nice idea to slow down and reflect on the school 
year.  We hope you all had as much fun as we did this year!  The classrooms were filled with 
wonderful, enriching activities and so much hard work was put forth by the students and 
teachers.  It was an amazing school year. 
 
This month we will focus our character education instruction on reflection.  You can support our 
lessons at home by discussing the character value with your child, modeling the value, and 
reading books with your child. 
 
June’s character value is reflection.  Before reading some of the books listed below, have a 
conversation with your child about this character trait and ways in which they can reflect on their 
school year and on the character traits they learned this year.  This will support the discussions 
and lessons we teach here at Oak Tree.  Below are some books that you can read with your 
child.  These books focus on some of the character traits we discussed this year:  

 The Way I feel by Janan Cain 

 Roberto: The Insect Architect by Nina Laden 

 Spoon by Amy Krouse Rosenthal 

 Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig 

 Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! by Dr. Seuss  
Web Resources 
There are so many wonderful educational websites and applications for mobile devices 
available for you to download and use.  You may have some favorites that your children love to 
use, or maybe you are stuck with where to start.  Each month I will list some websites and 
applications that we either use here at Oak Tree or are resourceful for use at home.  Below are 
this month’s resources: 



 Apps for mobile devices 

 Bla Bla Box – For iOS devices 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bla-bla-box-for-smart-letters/id1065546826?mt=8 

- An easy to use early learning app that helps children combine letters together to learn 

sounds, syllables, and words. This app is perfect for early readers! 

 

More or Less: Learn Addition and Subtraction – For iOS devices  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/more-or-less-add-and-subtract/id992440382?mt=8 

- Children discover addition and subtraction by playing with beads.  

Three levels of difficulty are offered (chick, hen and rooster) to allow children to discover 

these operations autonomously and gradually. 

 

Ready Jet Go!  Space Explorer 

http://pbskids.org/apps/ready-jet-go-space-explorer.html 

-A free app from PBS Kids that will get kids interested in the stars, constellations, and 

other aspects of the nighttime sky. With four modes of play, there’s something for 

everyone, but the most exciting part is the app’s capability to “see” what is in the sky 

above the user and allow users to learn about objects in the sky that they can really see 

right now. 

 Veggie Bottoms Kitchen – For iOS devices  

http://veggiebottoms.com/  

-Head into the kitchen and get cooking with the Chef Monty in Veggie Bottoms Kitchen. 

Discover lots of healthy recipes too. 

 

Have a wonderful and relaxing summer.  We can’t wait to see you in September! 

LOST AND FOUND 
Beginning June 17th, when you enter the foyer at Oak Tree you will find large boxes filled with 
an assortment of clothing that have been “lost” during the school year.  If you are aware that 
your child has lost an article of clothing, please feel free to visit the boxes and “find” it.  At the 
end of the year, the discarded clothes will be donated to those in need.   

 
  
REPORT CARDS 
Parent access to report cards will open on June 26th.   
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FIELD DAY 

Field Day took place on Friday, May 31st.   Thank you to all of the 

volunteers and staff for helping to make it a terrific day for the children. 

 
 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE, MRS. MC NUTT 
 
  It has been a pleasure working with each of you and your children this school year. I hope you 

all have a safe, happy, healthy and restful summer. 

A few end of year reminders: 

 New medication orders are required for each new school year and next year’s 

forms can be found on the district website. You can access the forms by connecting 

to the health office tab, the link for forms can be found on the left side of the page. If 

your child has an inhaler in school, you would need the asthma action plan and if your 

child has an epipen in school, you would need the allergy action plan.   Please have 

those forms completed over the summer and return them with the medication in 

September. Please remember to pick up all medication in the school before the last 

day of school.  We are not able to keep medication in school over the summer 

months. 

If you have a child who will be entering Oak Tree in Kindergarten in September, please 

complete all required forms and return them to the health office as soon as possible. Thank you 

for your help and cooperation with this. 

 

NEWS FROM OUR MEDIA SPECIALIST 
Parents – Check out Tumblebooks!  TumbleBooks are animated, talking eBooks 

which teach kids the joy of reading in a format they'll love!  Here’s how to access 

Tumblebooks from the Oak Tree web site: 

Click on the link that says “Tumblebooks Website”  It’s fourth from the bottom 

on the right-hand menu. This brings you to the Tumble Books Library of 

eBooks.  The username and password is on the right-hand side.  The 

username for Oak Tree families is “oaktree” and the password is 

“books”.  Use the menu to explore all kinds of eBooks! 

 

 

 

 



DATES TO REMEMBER: 

June 3  Grade 3 Living History Museum (Kirner & Winther) 
   Wellness Week continues 
June 5  Healthy Living Night 
June 7  4 Hour Sessions 
   Paleontologist visits Grade 3 
June 10  Falcon Leadership Recognition Ceremony 
June 11  Grade 3 Field Trip 
   Kindergarten Celebration 
June 12  Grade 3 Field Trip 
   MTMS Chorus Assembly 
June 13  Kindergarten Parent Orientation 
   Grade 3 Field Trip 
   School Store 
June 14  Celebration Day 
   Grade 3 AES Orientation 
June 17  Grade 2 Poetry Event 
   Grade 3 Band Try-outs 
June 18  Grade 2 Poetry Event 
   Grade 3 Band Try-outs 
June 21-26 4 Hour Sessions 
June 21   Grade 3 Celebration   
June 26  Last Day of School!!   
   Parent Access to Report Cards                                                       

 
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS  
Student Council had another great year, full of giving back to our 

community!  We would like to thank all of the third grade student council 

representatives for a job well done!  Over 100 third grade students 

participated in student council throughout the year, representing all nine 

third grade homerooms and working hard to help make each project and 

fundraiser successful.  Our school raised close to $8,000 during the 

month of October and throughout the remainder of the school year for 

the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society through our “Pennies for Patients” 

fundraiser! Way to go!!  During the month of November, our school 

participated in a Thanksgiving Food Drive where we donated food to the 

Monroe Twp. Food Bank.  During our Holiday Gift Drive in December, 

hundreds of gifts were wrapped and delivered to children in need, 

making their holidays a little brighter!  In February, student 

representatives assisted Mr. Boukema and Mr. Fattibene with our school’s 

“Jump Rope for Heart” fundraiser.  Students helped with distributing prizes for those who 

donated.  In March, we also participated in the M.C.F.O.O.D.S food drive once again where we 

donated canned food items to the Middlesex County Food Bank.    We sure accomplished quite 

a bit throughout the year!  Without the student council representatives’ dedication and hard 

work, none of this would have been possible!  Thank you to all of the students, the staff and our 

Oak Tree family members for being so generous and supportive throughout the year.   It is 



greatly appreciated and we are looking forward to another successful Student Council program 

next school year! 

 
COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

Our value for the month of June is “Reflection”.  For our students, we define reflection as taking 

time to think about and consider our choices and actions.  During this month we will be looking 

back and reviewing all of the important values, or “words of the month”, that we have learned 

and practiced throughout this school year.  I will be going in to all of the first, second, and third 

grade classrooms for a final guidance lesson in which we will play a Jeopardy style game to 

see how much we remember of our ten “words of the month”.  We will also be marveling 

over how much we have grown intellectually, physically, and socially in the past ten 

months.  We will reflect not just on our progress made this year, but also on 

our day-to-day choices as our excitement grows with summer break in the 

near future.  We will be emphasizing the need to continue to practice all of 

our positive behaviors which we have learned throughout this year and into 

the summer.  Taking some time each day to reflect on our choices and actions 

helps us to evaluate them and determine if they were beneficial for us.  This can be done at 

home, too.  Spend a quiet minute or two each day with your children and ask them to reflect on 

the things that went well during that day as well as the things that can be done differently in the 

future.  Together, notice how the positives in each day are usually caused by someone 

behaving with respect, responsibility, compassion, (or any of our monthly values).   As always, 

we can’t wait to see how our students surprise us with their thoughtful and reflective moments.  

Have a wonderful month! 

HEALTHY LIVING NIGHT 
On Wednesday June 5th, from 6:00pm-7:30pm, our annual Healthy Living Night will take place 

at Oak Tree School. Families will participate in an assortment of interactive stations promoting a 

healthy lifestyle such as mindfulness, yoga, a tour of the school garden, EMS ambulance tour, 

photo booth, worm composting, and much more! We are hoping that you join us as we turn this 

Healthy Living Night into a community event where our students and your families can 

participate and learn how to make healthy choices from the food you eat to the activities that 

you participate in together. 

 



NEWS FROM OUR 

READING 

SPECIALIST 

Summer is just around 

the corner which means 

it is time to head to the 

library! Keep those 

reading skills current by 

choosing leveled books 

by grade level, taking out 

books on CD (great for 

fluency!), and checking 

out books written by your 

child’s favorite author. 

Set aside 15-20 minutes 

of reading per day. Be playful by using different voices for different characters or substitute your 

child’s name for the main character’s name. Keep writing skills on track by having your child 

write and draw pictures about a favorite book they’ve read with you. They can even send letters 

about their favorite stories to friends and relatives. 

Have a great summer! 

Mrs. Kappus 

APRIL/MAY FALCON LEADERSHIP AWARD WINNERS 

Congratulations to our winners: 
April      May 
K Ketan Ambavaram   Feranmi Olatuyi 
1 Sanjan Somasundaram 
2 Jeremiah Hanna   Aarnav Jupudi 
3  Danielle George    Sonit Saxena 
 

RIDE WITH CHARACTER 

Congratulations to Bus 21 for being 
awarded May’s Bus of the Month as 
part of our positive behavior bus 
incentive program, which ties 
directly to our Rising Stars program.  
Each Oak Tree student received a 
certificate of recognition and two 
star tickets.  The bus is also being 
recognized with a special bulletin 
board.   We are so proud of them!!! 
 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR VISITORS TO OAK TREE SCHOOL 
Our school district requires all visitors to identify themselves and state the purpose of their visit 
upon entering our buildings. Visitors are required to sign in at the office, show photo 
identification, and wear their visitor’s badge in a prominent place on their person. Our staff has 
been instructed to question anyone who is not wearing a badge.  Anyone wishing to sign out a 
child during school hours must be authorized to do so and must properly identify themselves 
with a picture ID, such as a driver’s license. 
 
MORNING DROPOFF 
The safety of our students is a priority at Oak Tree School.  It has come to my attention that an 

increasing number of students are being dropped off in the morning in the front parking lot.  If 

you are bringing your child to school, they may be dropped off directly in front of the school at 

8:50 am.  The other option is parking your car and walking your child into the school.  Under no 

circumstances may students be dropped off in the parking lot and walk by themselves.  Cars are 

entering the very busy lot and are also dropping off on the roadway in front of the school.  Your 

cooperation is appreciated in this important matter.  Thank you as always for your support.  

Please note that Oak Tree students cannot be dropped off BEFORE 8:50AM EACH MORNING.  

Staff is unavailable prior to that time to monitor the students in the foyer.  Our school day begins 

at 8:55 am.  We have many parents dropping off their children and then driving away.  This is 

very unsafe.  If your child arrives at school after 9:00 am then an adult must walk the child into 

the office and sign them in for the day.   

STUDENTS BEING PICKED UP AT THE END OF THE DAY 
It is school policy that parents who need to pick their children up before dismissal send a note to 

the teacher stating who will pick the child up and at what time. Sometimes unforeseen 

circumstances arise during the course of the day, requiring an early pick up of a student. When 

this happens, please be sure you contact the office to share any pertinent information. Also 

parents should try not to come into the office at the end of the school day to pick up their child at 

the same time as students are being dismissed to board buses. As you can imagine, this type of 

situation, when a child is already on the bus, is less than ideal and can be very stressful for 

him/her. When an emergency develops and you are planning to pick up your child at the end of 

day, please help us by insuring pick up no later than 3:14 PM, at least 10 minutes before 

students begin boarding buses (3:24 PM). Thanks for your anticipated cooperation in this 

matter. 

 

 

 



Have a wonderful 

summer! 

 


